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JIMMY FARRIS, Etu Molden, Marc Mariani. The names hold varying 
prominence, depending on the 
age of the fan. But each repre-
sents a great player in Montana 
football history.
Joining the ranks of great-
ness requires nothing short of 
perfection. Chances are lim-
ited, so making the best of each 
rep is key in trying to break 
into the ranks of history.
During a breezy Saturday 
afternoon game at Washing-
ton-Grizzly Stadium, CJ Atkins 
was given his first chance at 
glory since joining the team. As 
25,323 fans watched final min-
utes turn into final seconds, the 
Montana team, struggling to 
regain lost Big Sky dominance, 
was on the verge of disappoint-
ing most of those in attendance. 
Northern Arizona led by 
four, and things looked bleak 
for the Grizzlies as Justin Rop-
er started the two-minute drill 
from the Montana 44-yard line. 
After 13 plays, the Grizzlies 
had ground their way to the 
one-yard line with 10 seconds 
left in the game. 
On the ensuing play, Roper 
lofted a jump ball into the south-
side end zone. Nervous gasps 
turned quickly to joy as Atkins 
outwrestled NAU cornerback 
Randy Hale Jr. to give the Griz-
zlies its fifth straight conference 
win, 24–21.
“When they called the per-
Two transfer wideouts 
battle for a chance to etch their names into Montana history
sonnel for me to go in, there 
was no doubt in my mind that 
if Roper was able to get the ball 
off that I was gonna make the 
play,” Atkins said. “That was 
amazing, it was an amazing 
feeling.”
It was Atkins’ lone catch of 
the game and his first touch-
down catch of the season. Ear-
lier, he scored his first ever 
touchdown for Montana on a 
48-yard double reverse run to 
the house.
His history is similar to a 
few others on the team. He 
comes from California, where 
an MVP senior season at Gro-
ver Cleveland High School led 
the 6-foot-2 junior to redshirt at 
Washington State his freshman 
year of college.
He said the presence of leg-
endary head coach Bill Doba 
was a key factor in his join-
ing the Pac-10 team. But after 
watching from the sidelines 
as the Cougars went 5–7, and 
immediately following Doba’s 
release after the 2007 season, 
Atkins sought new ground.
He moved back toward 
home, entered the College of 
the Canyons, a community col-
lege in Los Angeles County, 
and waited his turn in a line of 
All-American receivers and fu-
ture NCAA Division I players.
“I just had to humble myself 
and say, ‘Your time will come 
when it does,’” he said.
ABOUT 20 MILES down the road, at Culver City High School in Culver 
City, Calif., senior Antwon 
Moutra was the leading receiv-
er for his team during the 2007 
season.
He was a do-it-all sort of 
player, earning spots as both 
starting receiver and safety. 
His success had attracted the 
attention of Robin Pflugrad, 
who was then the head receiver 
coach at the University of Or-
egon.
Moutra joined UCLA af-
ter high school, and patient-
ly watched as two seasons 
slipped away with unsuccess-
ful results.
During his first season, 
Moutra caught just one pass for 
nine yards as the Bruins fin-
ished 4–8.
The modest 188-pounder 
wanted to leave, but said he 
stuck it out for his parents. Be-
sides, the opportunity to play 
Pac-10 football down the road 
from high school was some-
thing too sweet to let pass, and 
Moutra’s hard work could pay 
off the next year. 
His second season saw only 
disappointment, as one catch 
and a less-than-stellar 7–6 re-
cord from the Bruins followed. 
It was time to start shopping 
for teams.
“I was very unhappy there. 
I was upset; at times I would 
be down,” the quiet 6-foot-2 
receiver said. “There was no 
major standout at the wide-
out position, so that made me 
mad because I wasn’t given 
a shot to at least show what I 
can do.”
Moutra looked to stay in 
the Football Bowl Subdivision, 
hoping he would receive a shot 
at becoming a go-to receiver 
elsewhere in the division. But 
FBS schools stopped showing 
interest, he said, while Mon-
tana didn’t.
A new Montana coaching 
staff bringing an offense based 
heavily on a passing game at-
tracted Moutra. He committed 
with the Grizzlies.
UNLIKE MOUTRA, At-kins watched as Mon-tana continued an un-
defeated season on national 
television by beating Appa-
lachian State in a snow-filled 
thriller.
“But the whole second half, 
from it being just a regular eve-
ning night of football, to it be-
ing just snow the second half, 
that was unreal,” he said.
This was his first exposure 
to Griz football. He had little 
knowledge of the 2008 national 
championship run under the 
guidance of Bobby Hauck. The 
2001 championship season was 
less than fictitious to him.
“I thought that the way the 
stadium looked with the moun-
tain behind it with the emblem 
of the ‘M’, I thought that was 
pretty cool,” Atkins said.
He looked at Syracuse and 
Hawaii, before getting a call 
from Shalon Baker, the wide re-
ceiver coach who himself had 
played under Pflugrad.
“I just decided to take a visit, 
and I loved it,” he said.
Through most of the season, 
Atkins has found himself wait-
ing for his chance to stand out 
on the offense. As the regular 
season winds toward an un-
certain finish, his stats remain 
modest. His nine catches for 77 
yards put him behind six other 
Grizzlies.
Coach Pflugrad said Atkins 
was a bit behind the core of the 
team when he joined the team 
during fall camp. 
“CJ unfortunately got here 
so late that he was really be-
hind the learning curve of 
learning the offense,” he said.
Pflugrad added he expects 
Atkins to get more reps as he 
continues to mature mentally 
and physically, and grasp the 
offense.
Atkins credits teammates 
Sam Gratton, Jeff Larson, Jabin 
Sambrano and Moutra as being 
instrumental in helping to ad-
just to the new team.
“They were like, ‘Look, this 
is the tradition here: We win 
ball games,’” Atkins said. “So 
story by Taylor W. Anderson
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Antwon Moutra looks for an open hole during the game against Sacramento State earlier in the season.
Continues on next page
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CJ Atkins catches a pass from Justin Roper with four seconds left in the game against Northern Arizona University to garner a 24–21 win.  It was his first 
and only receiving touchdown of the year. The Griz are 5–2 in conference, and 6–3 overall. 
just from the moment I arrived 
those guys have helped me 
come along.”
HIS SEASON HIGH 44 yards on two receptions in the 30–21 loss to We-
ber State two weeks ago may 
be a sign that the opportunity 
to create a name for himself on 
the field is finally here.
The wideout position is a 
spot on the field that attracts 
attention with every passing 
play. Receivers can either out-
race coverage and catch a per-
fectly crafted pass, or they will 
run under coverage, only to do 
it again next play.
Moutra’s time to shine on 
the Montana field emerged 
much more rapidly.
In his first season as a 
Griz, Moutra is third in recep-
tions and second in receiving 
yards, and only one catch and 
14 yards behind junior Jabin 
Sambrano. He is also tied with 
Bryce Carver for the lead in re-
ceiving touchdowns, with five 
to his credit.
“It feels good to finally be 
able to contribute to the team,” 
he said. “Rather than just going 
in and getting garbage time 
and that’s it, but to actually 
make a difference and be a fac-
tor to the offense and the team, 
it feels real good.”
With each catch, Moutra es-
tablishes himself as a clutch 
receiver in close games. Senior 
quarterback Justin Roper , him-
self a transfer out of Oregon, 
said he feels comfortable with 
Moutra on the field late in close 
games.
“Antwon is more of the third 
down conversion receiver for 
me,” Roper said.
Roper threw to Moutra four 
times in the 12 plays it took to 
get to the one-yard line dur-
ing the final two minutes of 
the NAU game. Two of those 
throws were on third down.
“I’m not looking for anyone 
in particular,” Roper said, add-
ing, “I kind of feel comfortable 
with Moutra; he makes those 
kinds of plays. He’s really good 
at that.”
Pflugrad said Moutra has 
been quick to establish himself 
as a consistent player in the re-
ceiving corps.
“He’s been that guy, that 
even though he’s a new guy, we 
can depend on him each and 
every play because he’s really 
more consistent than anybody 
on our team,” he said.
Both transfer receivers feel 
that their first season as a Griz 
has been spoiled a bit by three 
losses. The Grizzlies’ hopes of 
making a run for the national 
championship have become a 
“what if” scenario, rather than 
“when”, as it was this time last 
year.
Back-to-back wins would 
help the case for the Grizzlies’ 
playoff hopes, since they’re 
ranked 13th overall in the Foot-
ball Championship Subdivi-
sion rankings. They currently 
sit in third behind 6–1 Montana 
State and Eastern Washington.
Although both have found 
success, the transfers feel the 
pressures of maintaining Mon-
tana’s history. 
“I don’t want to be known as 
the class who came in and [lost 
the Big Sky]. I want to hopeful-
ly come in and keep it going,” 
Moutra said.
taylor.anderson@umontana.edu
1, CJ Atkins, WR, 6-2, 210, JR, ENCINO, CA
2, Trumaine Johnson, CB, 6-3, 197, JR, STOCKTON, CA
3, Antwon Moutra, WR, 6-2, 188, JR, CARSON, CA
4, Erik Stoll, S, 6-2, 203, SR, SANDPOINT, ID
5, Donny Lisowski, CB, 5-11, 195, JR, SEATTLE, WA
6, Aaron Roberts, WR, 5-11, 170, FR, SPOKANE, WA
7, Jeff Larson, WR, 6-4, 210, SR, CUT BANK, MT
8, Sam Gratton, WR, 6-0, 197, SO, BILLINGS, MT
9, Mike McCord, CB, 6-0, 195, JR, PHOENIX, AZ
10, Jordan Johnson, QB, 6-1, 185, FR, EUGENE, OR
11, Brandon Dodson, CB, 5-8, 170, SR, TULARE, CA
12, Andrew Selle, QB, 6-2, 219, SR, BILLINGS, MT
13, Josh Pelczar, CB, 5-9, 180, FR, BILLINGS, MT
14, D.J. Zapata, QB, 6-3, 175, FR, SAN MARCOS, CA
16, Jabin Sambrano, WR, 5-11, 170, JR, TEMECULA, CA
17, Gerald Kemp, QB, 6-2, 215, SO, SAN DIEGO, CA
18, Justin Roper, QB, 6-6, 215, SR, BUFORD, GA
19, Shay Smithwick-Hann, QB, 6-4, 210, FR, KALISPELL, MT
20, Houston Roots, CB, 5-10, 185, JR, RIO LINDA, CA
21, Jimmy Wilson, CB, 5-11, 185, SR, SAN DIEGO, CA
23, Cam Warren, WR, 5-6, 170, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
24, Steven Rominger, S, 5-10, 185, FR, MISSOULA, MT
25, Marlin Miles, CB, 5-9, 170, SO, PORTLAND, OR
26, Jordan Canada, RB, 5-9, 172, FR, WEST COVINA, CA
27, Sean Murray, CB, 6-1, 190, FR, CORONA, CA
28, Peter Nyguen, RB, 5-8, 175, SO, BELLEVUE, WA
29, Bryce Carver, WR, 6-1, 170, SO, DILLON, MT
30, Bo Tulley, S, 6-2, 185, FR, SPOKANE, WA
31, Andrew Badger, S, 5-11, 210, JR, ELMER, NJ
32, Alex Shaw, LB, 6-1, 232, JR, SPOKANE, WA
33, Brett Kirschner, RB, 5-10, 207, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
34, Chase Reynolds, RB, 6-0, 195, SR, DRUMMOND, MT
35, Dan Moore, RB, 5-11, 225, JR, TUCSON, AZ
36, Houston Stockton, S, 5-10, 165, SR, SPOKANE, WA
37, Carson Bender, DT, 6-4, 280, SR, DEER LODGE, MT
38, Russell Schey, K, 6-2, 185, SO, BILLINGS, MT
39, Lance Carl, RB, 5-11, 190, FR, MISSOULA, MT
40, Caleb McSurdy, LB, 6-1, 245, JR, BOISE, ID
42, Ty Timmer, LB, 6-2, 205, FR, GREAT FALLS, MT
43, Brooks Nuanez, S, 6-2, 205, FR, MISSOULA, MT
44, Jordan Tripp, LB, 6-2, 210, SO, MISSOULA, MT
45, Beau Donaldson, RB, 6-1, 233, JR, MISSOULA, MT
46, Clay Pierson, S, 6-3, 212, FR, TWIN BRIDGES, MT
47, Severin Campbell, DE, 6-4, 210, SR, GOLDEN, CO
48, Jake Raynock, OL, 6-2, 255, SO, BILLINGS, MT
50, Bryan Waldhauser, DT, 6-4, 242, JR, WORDEN, MT
51, Chris Bradford, DT, 6-2, 255, FR, SAN BERNARDINO, CA
52, John Kanongata’a, LB, 5-11, 218, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
53, Josh Stuberg, LB, 6-2, 216, SO, HELENA, MT
54, Trevor Rehm, LB, 6-3, 210, FR, DILLON, MT
55, Taylor Tuliaupupu, LB, 6-0, 225, FR, LA VERNE, CA
56, Brock Coyle, LB, 6-2, 215, JR, BOZEMAN, MT
57, Charles Burton, G, 6-5, 310, SO, LONG BEACH, CA
58, Zach Wagenmann, DE, 6-3, 210, FR, MISSOULA, MT
59, Tyrone Duncan, DT, 6-2, 300, JR, WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA
60, Blake Lebeau, OT, 6-5, 285, SO, UNION CITY, CA
61, Shawn Bradshaw, G, 6-3, 240, FR, MISSOULA, MT
62, Eric Pietrowski, C, 6-4, 270, FR, FRESNO, CA
63, Brett Brauer, G, 6-2, 260, FR, MISSOULA, MT
66, Russell Piette, OL, 6-4, 310, SR, VANCOUVER, WA
68, Stephen Sabin, G, 6-4, 305, JR, CHANDLER, AZ
69, Race Sciabica, K, 5-11, 190, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
70, Jeremy Lapan, OT, 6-5, 285, JR, SANTA ANA, CA
71, Alex Verlanic, C, 6-2, 282, SR, DRUMMOND, MT
72, Trevor Poole, DT, 6-5, 275, FR, SPOKANE, WA
74, Jon Opperud, OT, 6-7, 305, JR, MILWAUKIE, OR
75, William Poehls, OT, 6-8, 305, FR, CHANDLER, AZ
76, Danny Kistler, OT, 6-8, 335, FR, SEATTLE, WA
77, Jake Hendrickson, G, 6-3, 285, JR, GILBERT, AZ
78, Kyle Kmet, G, 6-5, 271, SO, BONITA, CA
79, Kyle Hofmann, OT, 6-4, 280, FR, ORCAS ISLAND, WA
80, Sean Haynes WR, 6-3, 183, FR, LOS ANGELES, CA
81, Mitch Saylor, WR, 6-5, 210, FR, VANCOUVER, WA
82, Jacob Haas, TE, 6-5, 225, SO, PORTLAND, OR
83, Brody McKnight, K, 6-0, 194, JR, VANCOUVER, B.C.
84, C.J. Hatchett, WR, 6-3, 185, FR, VANCOUVER, WA
85, Austin Reifeis, TE, 6-3, 230, FR, SAMMAMISH, WA
86, Greg Hardy, TE, 6-5, 245, SO, FAIRVIEW, MT
87, Garrett Riggio, DE, 6-3, 230, SO, SCOTTSDALE, AZ
88, Levi Buckles, WR, 6-2, 215, SO, POST FALLS, ID
89, Rob Overton, TE, 6-6, 240, SR, SAN LEANDRO, CA
90, Ryan Fetherston, DE, 6-4, 218, JR, EAST HELENA, MT
91, Bobby Alt, DE, 6-3, 260, JR, ONTARIO, CA
92, Alex Bienemann, DT, 6-2, 275, FR, DENVER, CO
93, Braydon Schilling, DT, 6-2, 270, JR, GILLETTE, WY
94, Sean Wren, P, 6-6, 210, JR, YORBA LINDA, CA
95, Tonga Takai, DT, 6-2, 295, FR, WAIPAHU, HI
96, Josh Harris, DE, 6-5, 231, SO, KALISPELL, MT
97, Tonio Celotto, DT, 6-2, 305, JR, OAKLAND, CA
98, Ben Hughes, DT, 6-0, 285, JR, GRANTS PASS, OR
99, Tyler Hobbs, DT, 6-4, 265, SR, SPOKANE, WA
Offense:
Justin Roper-QB
Chase Reynolds-RB
Jabin Sambrano-WR
Sam Gratton-WR
Antwon Moutra-WR
Greg Hardy-TE
Jon Operud-LT
Stephen Sabin-LG
Alex Verlanic-C
Russell Plette-RG
Charles Burton-RT
Brody McKnight-K/P
Defense:
Trumaine Johnson-CB
Brandon Dodson-CB
Bobby Alt-DE
Tyler Hobbs-DT
Bryan Waldhauser-NT
Ryan Fetherston-DE
Jordan Tripp-LB
Caleb McSurdy-LB
Alex Shaw-LB
Erik Stoll-SS
Mike McCord-FS
Starting Lineups
Players to WatchMontana
by Troy Warzocha
SO WR Sam Gratton
Two weeks ago, Gratton tallied 
four catches for 30 yards and 
a touchdown against Weber 
State. He could be in line for a 
breakout performance against 
the Great West’s most porous 
pass defense. Gratton is cur-
rently third on the Griz with an 
average of 12.2 yards per catch 
and is tied for second with 
four receiving touchdowns this 
season.
SO LB Jordan Tripp
Tripp was one of the few stars 
on defense for the Griz in their 
loss to Weber State, recording 
two tackles for loss and a fumble 
recovery.  The Missoula Big Sky 
graduate’s 76 tackles are second 
only to junior linebacker Caleb 
McSurdy. Tripp leads the 
team in fumble recoveries 
with three so far 
this season. 
1, Breon Butler, RB, 5-11, 172, FR, PITTSBURG, CA
2, Ross Cochran, LB, 6-2, 245, SR, KENOSHA, WI
3, Jake Miller, RB, 5-11, 158, FR, BISMARCK, ND
4, Daryl Brown, CB, 5-10, 155, FR, PLYMOUTH, MN
5, R.J. McGill, WR, 5-10, 165, FR, PHOENIX, AZ
6, Jake Landry, QB, 6-3, 220, SR, GRAND FORKS, ND
7, Kenny Watkins, CB, 5-10, 180, JR, PLANO, TX
8, Trey Demler, QB, 6-0, 201, FR, OSHKOSH, WI
8, Ryan Dressler, WR, 5-8, 151, SR, BISMARCK, ND
9, Brent Goska, QB, 6-3, 216, JR, WISCONSIN RAPIDS, WI
10, Isaac Carrasco, WR, 5-10, 152, FR, ARLINGTON, TX
11, Zeb Miller, K, 6-1, 195, FR, ANKENY, IA
12, Brett Cameron, K, 6-1, 185, SO, WINNIPEG, MB
13, Marcus Hendrickson, QB, 6-1, 192, SO, PERHAM, MN
14, Kris Ankenbauer, CB, 5-9, 190, SR, MURPHY, TX
14, Chris Comes, QB, 6-4, 225, FR, DANVILLE, CA
15, Tyrhy Ivery, WR, 6-1, 175, FR, GARLAND, TX
15, Seth Nichols, QB, 6-5, 230, SO, MCVILLE, ND
16, Ben Buchl, CB, 6-0, 180, SO, KASSON, MN
17, Chavon Mackey, CB, 5-9, 171, FR, JACKSONVILLE, FL
19, Catlin Solum, RB, 5-10, 220, JR, FARGO, ND
20, Justin Belotti, CB, 5-11, 197, JR, KENOSHA, WI
21, Joel Schwenzfeier, CB, 6-2, 194, SR, HALLOCK, MN
22, Myles Jablonski, LB, 6-2, 217, FR, OMAHA, NE
22, Ryan Kasowski, LB, 6-3, 230, SR, GRAND FORKS, ND
23, Ethan Magstadt, RB, 6-1, 225, SO, MAPLE GROVE, MN
24, Karl Hager, CB, 5-10, 174, FR, LARIMORE, ND
25, Damon Andrews, LB, 6-4, 228, FR, WEST CONCORD, MN
26, Chris Hall, CB, 5-10, 178, FR, JACKSONVILLE, FL
27, Josh Murray, RB, 5-11, 209, JR, PEPIN, WI
28, Mitch Sutton, RB, 6-1, 211, SO, PLOVER, WI
29, Mitch Kudrna, CB, 6-1, 185, JR, DICKINSON, ND
30, Dominique Hawkins, CB, 6-0, 178, JR, PLYMOUTH, MN
31, Jarrel Davis, WR, 6-1, 193, SR, MIAMI, FL
32, Spencer Bickel, RB, 5-11, 185, FR, MINOT, ND
33, Erik Mersereau, CB, 6-0, 197, SO, PORT WASHINGTON, WI
34, Cordero Finley, LB, 6-1, 207, FR, KENOSHA, WI
35, Dan Hendrickson, LB, 6-0, 222, JR, MINOT, ND
36, Johnnie Daniels Jr., LB, 6-0, 206, JR, MIAMI, FL
37, Joey Walker, LB, 6-1, 205, FR, SAN JOSE, CA
38, Curtis Dublanko, LB, 6-0, 237, SR, THREE HILLS, AB
39, Adam Shaugabay, RB, 6-1, 188, FR, WARROAD, MN
40, Baylee Carr, CB, 5-9, 182, FR, HAZEN, ND
42, Derrick Dulaney, LB, 6-1, 201, FR, OAK CREEK, WI
43, Ekenna Anya-Gafu, DE, 6-2, 246, FR, SACRAMENTO, CA
44, Joe Kingery, TE, 6-3, 217, FR, BEMIDJI, MN
45, Jay Nelson, DL, 6-4, 255, SO, WHEATON, MN
46, Dominique Bennett, LB, 6-1, 210, FR, DESOTO, TX
47, Seth Wisthoff, WR, 6-4, 268, SO, GLENBURN, ND
48, Paul German, LB, 6-1, 240, SR, FARGO, ND
49, Travis Greenwaldt, FB, 6-0, 200, FR, PUPOSKY, MN
50, Alex Hickel, LB, 6-1, 196, FR, GRAND FORKS, ND
52, Matt Bakke, OL, 6-1, 271, SR, GRAND FORKS, ND
52, Ben Peters, LB, 6-2, 234, FR, CHANDLER, AZ
53, Garrison Goodman, LB, 6-2, 218, FR, SAN RAMON, CA
54, Ian McGurran, OL, 6-4, 282, SO, FARGO, ND
55, Dwayne Pecosky, OL, 6-2, 260, FR, COMMERCE CITY, CO
56, Mitch Goertz, LB, 6-2, 227, JR, ROTHSCHILD, WI
57, Brian Otto, LB, 6-1, 207, FR, WEST ALLIS, WI
62, Joe Kleason, OL, 6-4, 293, FR, EAGAN, MN
65, Brandon Quesenberry. OL, 6-4, 298, JR, BILLINGS, MT
67, Shea Walker, OL, 6-2, 305, FR, SAINT PAUL, MN
68, Caleb Gillson, OL, 6-8, 304, SO, BUYCK, MN
69, Ben Henson, DL, 6-1, 311, FR, BUFFALO, MN
70, Creighton Schroyer, OL, 6-3, 283, SR, PIPESTONE, MN
71, Keith Queoff, OL, 6-7, 287, SR, MILWAUKEE, WI
72, Karl Holm, OL, 6-4, 335, FR, CAVALIER, ND
73, Darren Peterson, OL, 6-6, 310, FR, MAPLE GROVE, MN
74, Devin Barton, OL, 6-6, 276, FR, CARRINGTON, ND
75, Caleb Nelson, OL, 6-3, 257, FR, FORMAN, ND
76, Darren DeNeui, OL, 6-8, 281, FR, CHANCELLOR, SD
77, Connor McKendry, OL, 6-4, 289, JR, COSTA MESA, CA
78, Emmett Lynch, OL, 6-5, 298, SO, WINSTED, MN
79, Jake Hoerchner, OL, 6-4, 282, FR, MENOMONEE FALLS, WI
80, Jon Heimler, WR, 6-3, 190, SO, COLFAX, WI
81, Taylor Grant, TE, 6-5, 228, FR, EDEN PRAIRIE, MN
82, Drew Daggett, WR, 6-4, 201, JR, FRAZEE, MN
83, Nick Long, TE, 6-4, 234, JR, ANDOVER, MN
84, Greg Hardin, WR, 5-11, 166, FR, BELLEVUE, NE
85, Seth Stanchik, DT, 6-4, 252, FR, HUDSON, WI
86, Blair Townsend, WR, 6-3, 208, FR, COON RAPIDS, MN
87, Tyler Jenson, TE, 6-5, 235, FR, WAUPACA, WI
88, Chris Anderson, WR, 6-2, 183, JR, DULUTH, MN
89, Brendan Mochoruk, TE, 6-5, 229, FR, EAST GRAND FORKS, MN
90, Devin Benjamin, DT, 6-3, 287, SO, MINNEAPOLIS, MN
91, Brent Cole, DT, 6-6, 231, FR, WARROAD, MN
91, Spencer Cummings, DT, 6-4, 245, FR, HUGO, MN
92, Brandon Dawson, RB, 6-2, 206, FR, LINDSTROM, MN
95, Broc Bellmore, DL, 6-1, 270, JR, WEST FARGO, ND
96, Brock Lundeen, DL, 6-3, 259, FR, HUBER HEIGHTS, OH
98, Ross Brenneman, DL, 6-4, 252, SO, OMAHA, NE
99, Ty Boyle, DL, 6-4, 283, SR, INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MN
Defense:
Trumaine Johnson-CB
Brandon Dodson-CB
Bobby Alt-DE
Tyler Hobbs-DT
Bryan Waldhauser-NT
Ryan Fetherston-DE
Jordan Tripp-LB
Caleb McSurdy-LB
Alex Shaw-LB
Erik Stoll-SS
Mike McCord-FS
Offense:
Brent Goska-QB
Josh Murray-RB
Chris Anderson-WR
Greg Hardin-WR
Catlin Solum-WR
Mitch Sutton-TE
Creighton Schroyer-LT
Joe Kleason-LG
Ian McGurran-C
Emmett Lynch-RG
Keith Queoff-RT
Zeb Miller-K
Defense:
Dominique Hawkins-CB
Chavon Mackey-CB
Broc Bellmore-LE
Ty Boyle-NG
Ross Brenneman-RE
Ross Cochran-OLB
Curtis Dublanko-ILB
Dan Hendrickson-ILB
Ryan Kasowski-OLB
Joel Schwenzfeier-FS
Kris Ankenbauer-SS
Brett Cameron-P
Starting Lineups
Players to Watch UND
by Troy Warzocha
SO QB Marcus Hendrickson
Following a season-ending injury 
to senior quarterback and team 
captain Jake Landry, backup quar-
terbacks Marcus Hendrickson 
and Brent Goska have stepped in 
to help carry the load. Last week, 
Hendrickson took over in the 
third quarter and scored his first 
career touchdown on a three-
yard scamper in the Sioux’s 
35–16 loss to UC Davis.
SR DB Joel Schwenzfeier
The senior leader on defense 
leads the Fighting Sioux with 
four interceptions for 121 
yards this season. Schwenz-
feier’s 11 career picks have him 
tied at No. 8 on North Da-
kota’s career interceptions list, 
and after snagging two picks 
against the Lamar University 
Cardinals in October, he was 
named the Great West co-de-
fensive player of the week for 
the first time in his career.
Montana Kaimin
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If it wasn’t crunch time be-
fore, it sure is now for the Mon-
tana Grizzlies.
Coming off their first loss 
since mid-September, the Griz 
(5–2 in conference, 6–3 overall) 
look to regroup when they take 
on North Dakota (0–4, 3–6) on 
Saturday at Washington-Griz-
zly Stadium.
“We just focus on what we 
have to do this weekend, beat-
ing North Dakota, and that’s all 
we’re looking forward to right 
now,” said senior quarterback 
Justin Roper.  
The No. 12 Grizzlies have 
recently taken a beating in the 
Football Championship Subdi-
vision’s Top 25 rankings and 
need to show the voters that 
they deserve at least one play-
off home game this post sea-
son.
And although a non-confer-
ence game, a convincing home 
victory over the Great West’s 
last-place team would be a step 
in the right direction.
“Our biggest game of the 
season is North Dakota; there’s 
no question about that,” said 
Griz head coach Robin Pflu-
grad.
However, a dominant tri-
umph will be easier said than 
done as the Griz try to correct 
many of the mistakes that ham-
pered them against a feisty We-
ber State team two weeks ago.
In that game, the defensive 
front-seven was run over by 
Wildcat senior full back Vain-
gamalie Tafuna for 124 yards. 
The 26-year-old reached pay 
dirt four times against the 
Grizzlies and wore down one 
of the top defenses in the coun-
try with a series of punishing 
runs and broken tackles.
“We’ll be healthier than we 
were at Weber,” Pflugrad said. 
“I think [the bye week will] 
help us in every aspect of de-
fensive play.”
Although they are not math-
ematically eliminated from 
claiming a share of their 13th 
straight conference title, the 
Grizzlies’ chances are pretty 
slim after falling a game be-
hind both Eastern Washington 
and Montana State with only 
one conference matchup left to 
go.
All Eastern needs to do 
is beat perennial conference 
doormat Idaho State in order to 
secure at least a share of the ti-
tle for the first time since 2005.
Regardless of what Eastern 
does, a strong performance 
by the Griz would likely be 
enough to handle a Fighting 
Sioux team that’s nearing the 
end of a largely forgettable 
campaign.
Last week, the Sioux were 
beaten by UC Davis 35–16 and 
Getting serious: 
have yet to secure a conference victory this sea-
son.  
The Sioux currently sit at the bottom of the 
Great West in nearly every major statistical cat-
egory and like the Griz, have been bitten by the 
injury bug this season.
After senior quarterback and team captain 
Jake Landry sustained a career-ending injury 
against Cal Poly in October, the Sioux adopted a 
two quarterback system that utilizes junior Brent 
Goska and sophomore Marcus Hendrickson.
Goska led the Sioux to a 31–6 victory over the 
Lamar Cardinals, but struggled mightily and 
was eventually benched in favor of Hendrickson 
last week against the Aggies.
Hendrickson responded with a three-yard 
run that resulted in the Sioux’s only touchdown 
of the game. The score was a first for the Perham, 
Minn. native. 
Defensively, senior defensive back Joel 
Schwenzfeier leads the Sioux. After securing 
two interceptions against the Cardinals, the se-
nior captain was named Great West co-defensive 
player of the week for the first time in his career 
and has a team-high four interceptions this sea-
son.
Last week, North Dakota announced that it 
will join the Big Sky conference for the 2012 sea-
son. The Sioux are the fourth Great West football 
program this season to announce a move to the 
Big Sky.  
In early September, both Cal Poly and UC Da-
vis accepted invites, and Southern Utah recently 
made its intent known as well.
Despite the addition of four schools to the Big 
Sky and the anticipation that the conference will 
be split into divisions, Pflugrad isn’t sold on the 
idea yet because of how it may negatively impact 
his players’ performance in the classroom.
“As our conference expands so does the 
square miles and to me that’s an issue,” Pflugrad 
said. “To me, again, the academic part is con-
cerning. The travel is concerning.”
 troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
Urgent Griz face North 
Dakota as playoffs loom
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
Justin Roper (18) shouts a play to his teammates during the Grizzlies’ game against Northern 
Arizona University earlier this season.
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The University of North Da-
kota Fighting Sioux were down 
early and overwhelmed. 
The opposition had blasted 
out to 16 quick points and had 
managed to stifle North Dako-
ta’s offense deep into the third 
quarter. The Sioux were pinned 
down near their own goal line, 
facing a third down and 15 
yards to go. 
Quarterback Jake Landry 
dropped back and launched 
the ball across the middle of the 
field to his redshirt freshman 
wide receiver Greg Hardin. The 
receiver hurdled a defender and 
reached for the ball, barely with-
in his grasp. Clutching the ball 
with just his fingertips, Hardin 
regained his balance and headed 
up field, scrambling past three 
defenders.
There were no tacklers 
ahead of him — just a sea of 
green turf.
“When you can finally see 
the end zone ahead of you, you 
just want to get there as fast as 
you can,” Hardin said. “You 
know where the other players 
are and you have to outrun 
them.
“You’re thinking you just 
don’t want to get caught; you 
never want to get caught from 
behind,” he said. “You get so 
many jokes from teammates if 
that happens.”
But nobody could catch 
him, and 85 yards later, Har-
din scored his first collegiate 
touchdown.
That first big play came as 
part of a 171-yard performance 
earlier this year against North-
ern Illinois. But momentum-
turning scores have become 
the norm for Hardin in the six 
weeks since. He’s reeled off 
scoring scampers of 76, 63, 54, 
and 47 yards to go with his 85-
yard premier.
In all, for a 5-foot-11 native 
of Bellevue, Neb., Hardin’s col-
lected nine receiving touch-
downs to go with one rushing. 
Though not all of them have 
been field-length scores, all of 
them have been crucial to the 
Fighting Sioux who have strug-
gled to put points on the board 
at times this season, as they’ve 
stammered to a 3–6 record.
It doesn’t help that two of 
their prominent scorers, and 
senior captains on the offense, 
have missed serious playing 
time, said third-year head coach 
Chris Mussman. Receiver Ryan 
Dressler has been shut down 
for most of the season with lin-
gering back issues. Then three 
weeks ago, two-year starter 
Jake Landry suffered a season-
ending knee injury.
Breaking Out
Freshman receiver earning praise with standout performances
“Anytime you lose one of your seniors, 
a guy that played a lot of football, it’s dif-
ficult,” Mussman said. “What Ryan gave 
to us more than anything was leadership. 
He’s been real solid in helping develop 
those young guys like Greg Hardin.”
With Dressler’s availability severely 
diminished and only one other upper-
classman drawing regular playing time, 
Hardin had to step up whether ready or 
not, Mussman added.
“He’s been our big play guy all year 
long, but he’s also made some mistakes 
as all young freshman do. The margin of 
error is so much smaller here at the [Foot-
ball Championship Subdivision] level 
than it was in Division II,” he said re-
garding the schools transition to a higher 
playing league in the last few years.
Landry, the starting quarterback re-
sponsible for throwing most of the passes 
Hardin caught this year, said the fresh-
man’s breakout season didn’t come as a 
surprise to anyone working with him on 
the scout team last year. He possessed the 
ability, Landry said, and ran some of the 
cleanest receiving routes on the team.
“It’s really beneficial to have Greg in 
the program for another [three] years,” 
Landry said. “He’s going to make the 
quarterbacks after me real happy. I’m just 
pleased to have been able to play with 
him this year.”
While his quarterback expected the 
impressive performances, Hardin admits 
he hadn’t anticipated making quite this 
much noise in his first season.
“I was just really trying to get on the 
field, honestly,” he said about his early 
season goals. “I didn’t really have expec-
tations; this is just way over anything 
that I could have thought of.”
anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
A.J. Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
Photo courtesy of University of North Dakota
Greg Hardin (left) catches
 a pass earlier this season.
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Around the Big Sky
by Daniel Mediate
Sacramento State (5–4, 4–3 BSC) 
at Idaho State (1–8, 0–6)
The Hornets have their sights set on 
winning, while the Bengals just want 
to win a conference game. 
Though neither team has a chance 
to make the FCS playoffs, Sacramento 
State is hot, reeling off two-straight 
wins. Last weekend, the Hornets 
struggled to contain the Portland 
State attack, giving up 233 yards on 
the ground, but Hornet quarterback 
Jeff Fleming countered with 240 yards 
passing and three touchdowns to beat 
Portland State, 28–15.
The Bengals, fresh off a drubbing 
from Georgia, will look to stifle the 
Hornets’ hot streak, but it won’t be 
easy.
In Idaho State’s most recent match-
up, the powerful Bulldogs out of the 
Southeastern Conference dominated, 
leaving the Bengals with a long, som-
ber trip home after a 55–7 smashing. 
It was Idaho State’s eighth straight 
loss this season and 26th consecutive 
road loss, a streak that began in 2006. 
The Bengals still could drastically al-
ter the playoff picture if they defeat 
Eastern Washington in two weeks.
Prediction: Hornets continue hot 
streak, sting the Bengals, 35–21
Northern Colorado (2–8, 1–6) at 
Portland State (2–7, 1–5 BSC)
A brawl of the ugly is slated for Sat-
urday in Portland when two perenni-
al Big Sky cellar-dwellers collide.
Northern Colorado nearly notched 
its second conference win of the sea-
son last weekend, but couldn’t close 
out a streaky Northern Arizona team, 
falling 21–14. 
UNC quarterback Dylan Orms, one 
of the lone bright spots for Northern 
this season, threw for 204 yards and 
accounted for two touchdowns. Se-
nior running back Andre Harris, a 
6-foot-1, 220-pound force in the back-
field, added 97 yards on the turf and 
a score.
Portland State running back Cory 
McCaffrey rushed for a touchdown 
and finished with 187 yards on 33 
carries against Sacramento State last 
weekend, and kicker Zach Brown re-
corded three field goals to lead the Vi-
kings offensively. 
With both teams’ playoff hopes 
dashed, they’re just fighting to sal-
vage some pride. Portland State snuck 
by the Bears last year in Greeley. Ex-
pect a similar result this year. 
Prediction: Vikings nip Bears,
31–26
daniel.mediate@umontana.edu
Southern Utah (6–4, 4–0 Great 
West) at No. 5 Eastern Washing-
ton (7–2, 6–1 BSC)
Eastern Washington has ridden the 
red-turf to the top of the conference 
standings with two weekends left to play. 
Taiwan Jones and the Eagles control their 
own destiny with a stranglehold on the 
top spot in the conference. 
Though this weekend’s matchup 
against an out-of-conference opponent 
holds no weight in the FCS playoff race 
for Big Sky Conference teams, the Ea-
gles will use Saturday to prepare for a 
date with Tavoy Moore and Idaho State 
in two weeks.
The Eagles are coming off a dominat-
ing 50–17 win over Portland State on the 
road last weekend. Jones, who entered 
the game as the leading rusher in the Big 
Sky Conference, rushed for 199 yards and 
three touchdowns, pushing his season 
rushing total to 1,078 yards.
The Southern Utah Thunderbirds are 
rolling through conference play and are 
perfect through four league games. The 
last time the Great West team squared off 
with EWU, Eastern won 41–28 in Utah.
With Eastern clicking on all cylinders 
as the playoffs near, expect Jones and 
company to roll over the Thunderbirds.
Prediction: Jones, Eagles run 
over Thunderbirds, 42–25
Weber State (5–4, 4–2 BSC) at 
Northern Arizona (5–4, 3–3 BSC)
The Wildcats and Lumberjacks are in the 
middle of the pack in the FCS playoff hunt.
If Weber State wins out, they could fin-
ish third in the Big Sky Conference race. 
A week after besting the Montana Griz-
zlies, the Wildcats were held in check in a 
loss to Montana State last weekend.
Weber quarterback Cameron Higgins 
went 23 for 32 for 229 yards before leaving 
with an injury late in the fourth quarter. 
Standout running back Bo Bolen was lim-
ited to 79 yards on 16 carries by a stingy 
Cat defense. 
Northern Arizona, on the other hand, 
held off Northern Colorado 21–14 on Sat-
urday, getting 105 yards and two touch-
downs on the ground from workhorse 
running back Zach Bauman. It was Bau-
man’s fifth 100-yard game of the season 
for Northern Arizona, which ended a 
two-game losing streak.
Lumberjack quarterback Michael 
Herrick, back after being sidelined with 
shoulder injury, threw for 182 yards and 
one touchdown in the win. 
Weber trounced the Lumberjacks 27–9 
last season in Ogden, Utah. This year 
should be a little closer.
Prediction: Herrick leads Lumber-
jacks to surprise Wildcats, 30–23
FOOTBALL IS ONE of my oldest memories. My Dad is a Bears fan and Mom 
lives and dies by the Vikings, 
so you can bet I grew up with 
NFL Sunday and Monday Night 
Football. On old family videos, 
you can watch my Dad training 
us kids as toddlers to say “Da 
Bears!” in response to questions. 
Despite all that, my parents’ abil-
ity to understand football did 
not get passed down to me. But 
the appreciation for gathering 
Poor, drunk and hungry
by Kate Whittle
Are you ready for some football?
around to eat unhealthy food 
definitely did.
Anyways, when making par-
ty food, I pick nice fattening hors 
d’oeuvres that are easy to whip 
up while watching TV and so-
cializing.
 Jalapeño Poppers
10-12  jalapeño
1 8 oz. package of real cream 
cheese (not the whipped or re-
duced-fat kinds)
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
Cut off stems and slice peppers 
in half. Scrape out as many seeds 
as your level of desired pain dic-
tates. Use a knife to slather cream 
cheese inside each pepper. Ar-
range in a baking dish or on a 
pan. Roast for 30 to 45 minutes, 
or until peppers are tender and 
starting to wrinkle and brown 
at the edges. Munch! If they turn 
out super spicy, it’s also tasty to 
spread some fruit jam on top.
Lazy Pizza
2 Packages of Pillbury crescent rolls
1/2 cup shredded cheese
1/4 cup diced olives
1/2 lb cooked ground beef
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Roll out Pillsbury dough onto a 
greased baking sheet. Sprinkle 
on toppings-- go pretty easy, be-
cause the crust will be thin and 
delicate. Bake for 20 to 30 min-
utes, or until cheese is melted 
and dough is baked. Ta-da!
Bread Toasties
1 French baguette, sliced
Olive oil
Garlic salt
Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. Arrange baguette slices 
on a baking sheet. Brush both 
sides of each slice with olive oil 
and garlic salt. Bake for 10-15 
minutes, or until toasted and 
crispy. 
Basic Dip
1 8 oz package cream cheese
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/2 cup shredded cheese
Whatever else you like: diced ol-
ives, pickled peppers, hot sauce, 
etc.
Combine everything in a 
food processor until it forms 
a tasty and suitably unhealthy 
dip. Maybe eat it with carrot 
sticks, to balance things out.
kate.whittle@umontana.edu
